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FUNNELBACK INVENTS SUPERIOR INDEXING SYSTEM FOR
DOCUMENT ANNOTATIONS

January 9, 2007 Canberra ACT — Funnelback has lodged a provisional patent application for
an invention to provide an efficient form of indexing documents based on external
descriptions.

The new invention will retrieve information based on a unique annotation index structure
independent of the traditional inverted index.

Funnelback Chief Scientist, Dr David Hawking says “State of the art search engines rely
heavily on information external to a document to determine its ranking. This information can
include link anchor text, folksonomy tags and external metadata. Efficient and accurate
indexing of external annotations is likely to be critical technology for the future.”

The invention will be integrated into a new search service for a beta government client early
next year and is due to be publicly available in the first half of 2007 with the release of
Funnelback 7.

About Funnelback

Headquartered in Australia, Funnelback offers a suite of Internet and Enterprise Search
Engine products as well as ‘software as a service’, or hosted ASP search solutions for the
web. The Funnelback search engine has a world class result ranking algorithm at its core,
which can be tuned to the specific information retrieval needs of its clients.

Funnelback’s client list boasts blue chip companies, one third of all Australian Universities,
media companies, state and federal government, as well as clients in the United Kingdom
and Canada.

Funnelback has a research and development alliance with the CSIRO, Australia’s
government owned scientific and industrial research house with over 6,500 scientists.
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